Community co-research opportunity for academic partner (mental health study in Blackpool):
Since 2021, community co-researchers in Blackpool have been collaborating with the NIHR on their “Research Ready Communities” pilot that aimed to better engage & upskill communities in research. The Blackpool team has now re-shaped the pilot into a community research project with co-production at its core. 
We are now looking for an academic investigator to join the team as a partner, working alongside the young people & facilitators involved, so that we can co-develop one of these research questions into a study.
The questions we are interested in researching are:
1. How does not being taken seriously by mental health professionals impact on a young person’s mental health?

2. What is the impact of taking part in social activism/activism on young people’s mental health?

3. How does the use of storybooks impact the satisfaction of young people seeking help for mental health?

4. What is the effect of prolonged signposting on young people’s mental health and how does this effect their motivation to continue looking for support?

5. How does self-diagnosis through social media affect young peoples’ mental health?

6. Does consuming mental health social media content affect whether young people seek formal help?

7. Does taking part in arts-based activities make a difference to young people’s mental health?

8. What is the impact of parents’/carers’ mental health education on the mental health of their children?

9. What is the relationship between time spent on social media and young people’s mental health?
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are interested in the prospect of investigating one of these questions with us and stepping into the exciting, emerging field of community co-research, please send a cover letter OR recording (video or audio) & CV to andrew.speight@blackpool.gov.uk. Applications are now open.
For more information about why we have chosen these questions and for further background, please see the project report attached.
Please see a person specification on the next page.


Values:

Experience:
	Description:
	Essential or desirable?

	Experience of designing a research study, securing funding for it, obtained ethical approval, conducting the study. Then having that study peer reviewed & published.
	E

	Evidence of involvement in community-led research & working with communities.
	E

	Experience of working as a team.
	E

	Dissemination of research in a format that is accessible to community members.
	D

	Experience of conducting research into youth mental health.
	D

	Experience of working co-productively.
	D



Knowledge & skills:
	Description:
	Essential or desirable?

	Belief in community-led, innovative research.
	E

	Commitment to amplifying the voices of communities in research to affect policy change.
	E

	Interest in conducting research into the issues raised by our questions.
	E

	Someone who is honest about what they can deliver.
	E

	Commitment to & support for participation approaches – working with communities as equal partners, not for them.
	E

	Desire to learn, with capacity both to lead and follow.
	E


	Description:
	Essential or desirable?

	Strong communication & interpersonal skills.
	E

	A PhD in a relevant topic (“relevant” concerns the extent to which the PhD aligns with our research questions.)
	E

	Knowledge of co-production as an approach & ability to collaborate meaningfully with community members in a co-production space.
	E

	Ability to engage a broad range of specialist stakeholders, such as statisticians, ethics committees ETC, and help to bring them on board to support the project.
	E

	Ability to carry out & facilitate research with young people on mental health.
	E

	Knowledge of participatory methods.
	E

	Considerable knowledge of issues facing the Blackpool community.
	D



Key responsibilities:
· Use research knowledge to co-develop one of the research questions as outlined, including providing methodological support & insight.

· Work with the team to write funding bids and secure research grants.

· Use networks to engage with stakeholders relevant to the project & assemble a holistic research team, E.G. statisticians, finance assistants, ethics committees ETC.

· Work with the team to co-deliver the research project & co-produce relevant outputs.

· Assist with research with young people on sensitive subjects.

· Be accessible to the team & work locally to Blackpool.

